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 8 DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE  
For the purpose of this proposal and by way of explanation and clarification the official “applicant” responding to the City 
of Tampa’s Request for Proposal is the American Craftsman Museum (ACM), a Public Charity Foundation. Created as an 
entity that best serves the financial, legal and practical requirements for the proposed museum project, ACM is prepared to 
work through all the issues related to financing, the negotiation of a long-term lease, the construction and long term 
operation of a unique Museum of the American Arts and Crafts Movement.  
 
The Two Red Roses Foundation, a Private Foundation, has committed its experience in the acquisition, preservation, and 
exhibition of American Arts and Crafts to ACM and a significant portion of its collection to ACM and the project. 
Therefore, all answers related to questions regarding “applicant’s” prior experience are necessarily those based on the 
experience of the Two Red Roses Foundation. 

 



  

2 | PRIOR EXPERIENCE  
(COLLECTION, PRESERVATION, EXHIBITION OF FINE ARTS AND COLLECTABLES)  

 

    
  
 CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY OF THE VISUAL ARTS    Page 15   

D O W N T O W N  T A M P A  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  

WHAT IS THE TWO RED ROSES FOUNDATION? 

 

The Two Red Roses Foundation is a non-profit educational institution dedicated to the acquisition, restoration, and public 
exhibition of important examples of furniture, pottery and tiles, lighting, textiles, and fine arts from the American Arts & Crafts 
Movement. The Foundation, endowed by generous gifts from Florida businessman Rudy Ciccarello, who has assembled one 
of the largest personal collections of Arts & Crafts in America since 1997, has been mandated to foster public recognition 
and appreciation of the high quality craftsmanship and design philosophy of the period, 1900-1920.  

Much of the finest work produced during the American Arts & Crafts Movement has been concentrated in the hands of private 
collectors for years. Popular national and international exhibitions have been mounted in major American cities. Now, some 
exceptional and uniquely American Furniture and Art, including Gustav Stickley furniture, pottery and ceramic tiles by the 
Grueby Faience Company of Boston and Cincinnati’s Rookwood Pottery, Dirk Van Erp hammered copper lamps, and 
paintings by Arthur Wesley Dow and Childe Hassam, will now be accessible to the American public in Florida.  According to 
David Rago, whose auction house in Lambertville, New Jersey, was instrumental in the resurgence of interest in the Arts & 
Crafts movement, “it is extraordinary that Rudy Ciccarello has assembled one of the better Arts & Crafts collections in the 
country in only fifteen years. Most high-level collectors have been at this for thirty years or more.” The Foundation will 
continue to expand the collection, even as it turns its attention to an active exhibition and education program. 
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THE TWO RED ROSES FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Two Red Roses Foundation, a private, non-profit educational institution in Tarpon Springs, Florida, is to 
promote understanding of the American Arts & Crafts Movement through the collection, conservation, exhibition, and 
interpretation of the decorative and fine arts.  

To that end, the Foundation 

 Collects and conserves objects made in America between approximately 1900 and 1920 which reflect the spirit of 
reform in design and production, generally accepted as the Arts & Crafts Movement  

 Collects publications and archival material related to its collection 

 Supports research pertinent to its collection 

 Lends objects from its collection for exhibition by other institutions, disseminates the results of that research through 
exhibitions, publications, and other educational activities and programs for the general public and school children 
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THE COLLECTION 

The Two Red Roses Foundation, through the charitable endowment of Mr. Rudy Ciccarello, has assembled a premier collection of 
works from the American Arts and Crafts Movement (1900-192). The Foundation’s collection of more than 1,300 pieces includes 
fine examples of work in every medium created by the important artists of the time.  

The Foundation’s Arts and Crafts collection includes rare and pristine works of furniture, pottery, ceramic tiles, metalwork, 
woodblocks, fine art, lighting, textiles and stained glass. The list of craftsmen, artists and companies includes Gustav Stickley, 
Stickley Brothers, Leopold and George Stickley, Charles Rohlfs, Byrdcliffe, Nakashima, Roycroft, Dirk Van Erp, William Grueby, 
Saturday Evening Girls, Rookwood, Tiffany, Newcomb College, Marblehead, Rhead, Robineau, Walrath, Overbeck, Margaret 
Patterson, Arthur Wesley Dow, Charles Hassam, Frank Duveneck, Edward Potthast, John Joseph Enneking, 

In keeping with The Two Red Roses Foundation’s mission to continue to add to the collection by acquiring the very best pieces the 
market has to offer an aggressive outreach program is in place. We invite private individuals and collectors, museums and 
dealers who may be interested in discussing the offering of specific works of interest to the Foundation to contact us. All enquiries 
will be answered. Please contact us at email@tworedroses.com. 
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 RECENT EXHIBITIONS FROM THE TWO RED ROSES FOUNDATION’S  
COLLECTION OF AMERICAN ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 
October 2009 through January 2010 
 
THE SPIRIT OF SIMPLICITY: AMERICAN ARTS AND CRAFTS FROM THE TWO RED ROSES COLLECTION 
 
PALM BEACH, FL - The Flagler Museum's forthcoming exhibition, A Spirit of Simplicity: American Arts and Crafts from the Two Red 
Roses Foundation, will feature nearly 150 objects illustrating the range of American Arts and Crafts style, including furniture, wood 
block prints, stained glass, decorative tiles, pottery, and metalwork. A Spirit of Simplicity will be on view from October 6, 2009, 
through January 3, 2010. The exhibition is free with Flagler Museum admission. 
 
February 2009 through September 2009 
 
AMERICAN ART POTTERY AT THE HARN MUSEUM 
 
The University of Florida's Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, Gainesville, Florida presents "Uncommon Glazes: American Pottery, 1880-
1950" showcasing forty-five pieces of ceramic pottery from the leading potters of the period. Works by pioneers Rookwood, Roseville, 
Grueby, and Newcomb are on display. Dulce Roman, Curator of Modern Art for the museum curates the exhibits. 
 
April 24 through April 26, 2009 
 
AMERICAN ART POTTERY ASSOCIATION 2009 CONVENTION 
 
The Two Red Roses Foundation is pleased to participate in this important exhibition.   
Two Red Roses Foundation will lend to the AAPA Pottery Exhibition 15 vases and a number of tiles from its collection 
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October 2008 through April 2009 
 
BEAUTY IN COMMON THINGS AT THE ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM OF FINE ART 
 
The St. Petersburg Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg, Florida: "Beauty in Common Things; American Arts & Crafts Pottery from the 
Two Red Roses Foundation" which emphasizes exceptional American ceramics. The exhibit, which will take place in the new museum 
wing, is co-curated by Martin Eidelberg, Professor Emeritus at Rutgers University, and independent scholar Jonathan Clancy. 
 
 
November 2008 through January 2009 
 
LEEPA-RATNER WOODBLOCK EXHIBITION FROM THE TWO RED ROSES FOUNDATION 
 
 
December 2007 through September 2008 
 
EDNA BOIES HOPKINS COLOR WOODBLOCK PRINTS: STRONG IN CHARACTER, COLOR EXPRESSION 
 
December 14, 2007 through March 2, 2008: Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus, Ohio  
 
March 15, 2008 through June 1, 2008: Springfield Museum of Art, Springfield, Ohio 
 
June 19, 2008 through September 1, 2008: The Providence Art Association and Museum 
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October 3 through November 12, 2006:  
 
MARGARET J. PATTERSON: MASTER OF COLOR AND DESIGN 
 
Woodblocks by Margaret J. Patterson from the Two Red Roses Foundation Collection. 
 
Cahoon Museum of American Art  
  
 
January  2, 2006 to April 16 2006:  
 
THE AMERICAN ARTS AND CRSAFTS HOME: 1900 – 1915: SELECTIONS FROM THE TWO RED ROSES FOUNDATION 
COLLECTION 
 
Furniture, pottery, tiles, woodblocks, lighting, textiles and fine art from the Two Red Roses Foundation Collection. 
 
Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art, Tarpon Springs Florida 
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Describe in detail the proposed museum concept and the use will integrate with the redevelopment of Downtown Tampa 
and the surrounding parks and museums. 
 
STRATEGY 
 
The American Craftsman Museum will be in concert with the current redevelopment of the Arts District and serve as the final piece of 
urban architecture that completes the Curtis Hixon / Kiley Park assemblage.  Currently the south border of Curtis Hixon Park is 
undefined and static.  The Museum would serve as the catalyst to invigorate both parks and also act as an urban frame that defines 
both parks as separate outdoor rooms for the City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEVELOPABLE BUILDING SITE 
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EXISTING CIRCULATION 
 
The new development would ensure the existing primary circulation paths are in place.  Specifically the main North/South Axis 
from Kiley Park to Curtis Hixon Park would remain as would emergency vehicle access to the River Walk along the south edge of 
Curtis Hixon Park.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PARK AXIS 
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EXISTING CIRCULATION 

 
The project would further activate North/South movements into both parks via ground floor programs and architectural shading 
arcades. 

 

 

PARK ACTIVATOR / FRAME 
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PROGRAM STRATEGY 
 
The project strategy currently emphasizes a restaurant café space along the River Walk that is consistent with the City and River 
Walk urban strategy.  This would provide the missing third venue between the Malios Restaurant to the South and the Tampa 
Museum of Art to the North, having distance between food venues along the river. 

 
 
 
 

RESTAURANTS/RETAIL 
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The current strategy is to place the Museum Store along Ashley Drive to activate the fast traffic along Ashley Drive and provide active 
program along a primary circulation corridor.  Other possible uses could be a Tampa Welcome Center that could act as an 
introduction point for visitors to our City.  It could also introduce a multi-museum ticket that could help attendance for other museums 
adjacent.   
There have also been discussions with the American Institute of Architects moving their headquarters to the project, as a Mission of the 
Museum is complementary to increasing awareness of American architecture.  Children’s programs are envisioned as an outreach by 
the Museum and would be encouraged and supported by the Museum facility.  This would obviously be complementary to the 
Children’s Museum across the lawn. 

 

VIEW CORRIDORS 

The building placement would do homage to and frame the beautiful view of the University of Tampa across the River from Ashley 
Drive.  3D massing studies have been studied and will continue to be a necessary tool for design when envisioning the design and 
impact of this important urban addition.  The project siting is consistent with the City Urban strategies that will continue to be realized. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE VIEW 
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Describe in detail the proposed museum concept and how the use will integrate with the redevelopment of Downtown 
Tampa and the surrounding parks and museums. 
 
 
Land Disposition Agreement: Describe the Applicant’s offer to the City (lease) and proposed terms of financing. 
 
 
The ACM is requiring the City lease A±1.2 acre parcel located on the south side of Curtis Hixon Park  (see exhibit) to ACM, Inc. for 
the sum of $1.00 per year for 99 years.  Renewable as long as it is operational as a museum and as long as the site is occupied by 
ACM, Inc. for the purposes of a Public Access Museum. 
 
ACM, Inc. requests the City of Tampa abate any Real Estate Taxes during the period of the lease. 
 
ACM shall retain all consultants and contractors to construct a Museum building on the site at its sole cost of up to 75,000 square 
feet. 
 
ACM will provide retail space for City of Tampa Chamber of Commerce Tourist Kiosk, an Office Space for the Tampa Chapter of 
the AIA and an upscale Restaurant space of approximately 4,000 square feet overlooking the River.  ACM, Inc. at it’s sole cost will 
provide Museum Exhibition Collection, Museum Store, Art Storage and all other necessary program needs to complete the Museum. 
 
ACM Inc. will staff and operate the museum. 
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City of Tampa / Hillsborough County Requests 
 
 

1. The ACM asks the City for annual support of to $1,000,000 per year for the first three years of operations to 
assist the Museum as it builds its endowment, grants and its corporate giving base and $500,000 per year 
thereafter for the term of the lease. 

 
2. ACM asks the City to assist in securing funds from Hillsborough County for up to $500,000 per year to assist 

the Museum as it builds its endowment, grants and its corporate giving base. 
 
3. ACM asks the City to abate it’s real estate taxes for the life of the museum. 
 
4. ACM asks the City to provide parking for its employees of up to 30 spaces at no cost to ACM. 
 
5. ACM asks the City to abate all impact fees, sewer, water and electrical tap fees. 
 
6. ACM asks the City to assist with and assume all site demolition and preparation costs. 
 
7. ACM asks the City to provide assistance in expediting a liquor license for the restaurant. 
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